NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST  PHASE
But the structure of the vessel excited suspicion, and she was confiscated before completion by the British government. Our great Scottish master of fiction narrates all this without a vestige of a smile. Another submarine vessel was being constructed on, it appears, the "Sommariva system/' at Pernam-buco, whence most of these legends are launched.
If Macaroni can be believed, which is at the least doubtful, O'Meara, on his return from St. Helena, made preparations on a large scale for the rescue of Napoleon. "The mighty powers of steam/' says Maceroni, " were mustered to our assistance. British officers volunteered to exchange out of their regiments in Europe in order to contrive being put on duty at St. Helena. But I cannot enter into particulars/' This, for obvious reasons, we regret. Maceroni, however, does inform us more specifically that this great enterprise split on the money difficulty, which resolved itself into a vicious circle. The mother of Napoleon was willing to hand over her whole fortune in return for the accomplished rescue of her son. O'Meara wanted money at once for the purposes of the scheme. The plan, he said, could not proceed without money: the money, she said, could only be given in payment for its success. So the conspiracy, if it ever existed, came to an end. The family of Bonaparte were by this time somewhat wary as to projects of rescue, and the inseparable incident of a demand for cash.
Forsyth happily preserves some of the indications of plots for escape which alarmed our government and their agent at St. Helena. Two silly and unintelligible anonymous letters addressed to some merchants in London; another with "an obscure al-
114tfiA 1521th and an igno-
